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Third Project Meeting in AUSTRIA

(held November 8th – November 11th in Vienna, Austria)


The Third Project Meeting of the coordinators of BRET partner organizations was initially planned to take place in Istanbul from 29th to 31st of July 2005. As the Second PM and the Third PM have had exchanged sites and according to the newly approved time schedule of events, the Third PM took place in Vienna, from December 8th to December 12th 2005.

The Agenda of this Project meeting also stayed untouched and true to the original design:

1. Discussing the Pilot Language Week activities, organisation, impact and assessment;
2. Discussing the evaluation and dissemination of the results of all project language weeks

3. Dissemination of the results of the Pilot Language Week:  contacts with media, free interviews

4. Training of project partners on contacts with media, PR- training

5. Parallel language promotion events
The Pilot Language Week was discussed quite detailed and its results have been presented as well as its impact in the country, the first impressions of the external evaluator announced and the Pilot LW media image.

Sharing experience from what has been especially followed and assessed through the external evaluator visit, it was agreed that such features of every LW is to be internally assessed. As important issue that every partner needed to contribute to, was defined to be the dissemination of the results of all Language Weeks.

Here for second time the MEWCAT organization from Greece did not take part in the meeting, though they were informed as all other partners and even accommodation reservation has been done for them. Instead of taking into consideration the sound reasons for which the financial coordinator did not agree to accept all their reported expenses as eligible and to come and join the common work, that organization imposed its pre-tention all that has been reported to be accepted and to be immediately provided with a new advance sum of money. So it was decided that MEWCAT was to be approached again and an amicable settlement to be sought but if they did not come either to amicable settlement or disagree again to provide the needed supportive documentation for their expenses and if they not join the common activities as designed under the project, eventually their withdrawal from the project should be sought.

As the host of this meeting was the Austrian media partner – Radio Orange – the coordinators got acquainted with the specific of its activity additional to the planned and carried out provision of training on contacts with media and on PR.
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During this Project Meeting was also discussed the Elaboration and broadcasting of radio clips announcing the radio program three. Broadcasting of the radio program three: AT (20 min).


It was decided that though the initially scheduled time for this program was in December 2005 – the time of this PM, as this program actually concerns the Language Week events, it is to be moved to the time of the Austrian Language Week, now decided to be the forth one and to be carried out in according to the newly approved schedule in March 2006.

Second Language Week – Romania
(January 30th – February 3rd, 2006)


The Second Language Week in Romania was prepared to be carried out soon after the winter school holiday of the students in order to have some time between it and the third one that was to be carried out after a month in Istanbul.


Similar to the active inclusion in the Pilot LW in Bulgaria of the target languages schools, in Romania also one of the active schools in the LW was the school where Bulgarian is taught and where there are also pupils with Bulgarian origin.


Carrying out a training seminar for school teachers from informal project partner institutions


The Agenda of this Second Language Week was kept near to the initially designed. Here was also that change in the time – from the initially planned period from September 3rd to September 7th 2005 the event took place from January 30th to February 3rd, 2006.

Instead of that movement in the time the LW covered all previously envisaged activities and even extended their scope.


One of the obstacles which have appeared here was the fact that in the project design the partner that has practically left the project – MEWCAT – was supposed to provide a visiting language expert. The problem has been discussed in the partnership, the Lingua office in Brussels has been contacted and consulted and it was agreed that the other Greek partner – EURANEK – is to provide the expert to Romania to provide the planned free lessons in Greek.


The same as the Pilot LW in Bulgaria, the Romanian Language Week proved to be a success. It has attracted the attention of both the officials and the local community of education stakeholders and its events were diverse and well attended.


The organizers from CEDU 2000+ have succeeded to organize the proposed exhibition of textbooks and materials (RO works translated to BG, GR, TR) and to present it to the public in the most attractive way.


The School events except the provided free target languages lessons comprised also:

Curricular based activities: student projects on the topics of the target languages and cultures: BG, GR, RO, TR; discussion of the best students’ works.
Extracurricular activities: language days carried out with the participation of language teachers and guest-experts from GR, TR, BG


Though the Romanian partners were not so privileged as their Bulgarian colleagues to have a local media partner, they have succeeded to organize enough media events: media announces, a press-conference, a press release.

The Agenda of the Romanian LW was as follows:

Monday, 30 January, 2006
11:30 – 13:00
Open Doors to Bucharest

Official Opening - Launching conference of the project BRET and LW in Romania. 
Press conference, guests from embassies, communities and the project teams
(Hotel IBIS PARLAMENT, Bucuresti - Strada Izvor 82-84) 
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13:00-14:00
Cocktail and free discussions
14:30-16:30
Open presentation: "Art as an expression of communication of reminded feelings" 
Claudia Bota’s team, School 19, "Tudor Arghezi" 
(Tudor Arghezi Str. No.46-50, sect.2, Bucharest)
Tuesday, 31 January 2006
9.30 – 10.00
Open presentation of the Bulgarian High-school in Romania: 
Ms. Florica Demeter - Director 
(Semicercului St. sect. 1)
[image: image3.png]



10:30-11:30
Open Greek class - with Ana Glarou, Ellen teacher (Ellen expert)
11:30-12:30
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Open Bulgarian class - with Anca Diaconescu, Bulgarian teacher (Bulgarian expert)
14:00-16:00
Parallel workshops (all experts): 

  Costumes in Greece and Bulgaria
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  Ecologic Agro-tourism
  Spring days
  Theatre in BG/ TR/ GR
  Classes with foreign experts for Romanian children in BG/ GR/ TR
Wednesday, 01 February 2006
9.30 – 11:00
Open presentation:  "Traditions and specific customs" (costumes, dances, music and holidays)
Together with Harry Potter – Olga Gudynn School (all experts)
(Helesteului st/ Bd. Primaverii, no. 30)
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11:30-13:30
Open presentation: "Religious tourism" in BG, TR and GR 
School no. 81-Bucharest (all experts)
(Nerva Traian st. close to timpuri noi Plaza)
15:30-17:00
Open presentation: 
"Origins and influences of Bulgarian, Turkey and Ellen language" 
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"Important personalities form Bulgarian, Turkish and Ellen history" 
"World patrimony in Bulgaria, Turkey and Greece" 
School nr. 191, Drumul Taberei (all experts)

Thursday, 02 February 2006

9,30 – 11:30
Open presentation: "Cookery in BG, TR and GR" – Serban Georgeta’s Team from 
School 19, "Tudor Arghezi"-Bucharest (all experts) 
(Ion Campineanu St. no. 11, at Da Vinci Coffee Shop)
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13:00-16:00
Round table with the experts
Presentations, Impressions, Conclusions on the Romanian LW (all experts) 
Center Education 2000+ 
(Caderea Bastiliei St. no. 33, sect 1, Council Conference Room, level 1)
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The Romanian Language Week – as the second LW of BRET project – has also had its important role to confirm that in another country and by different linguistic and social environment, the promotion of BRET project target languages could be successfully done too, when activities well planned, organized and carried out.
Third Language Week - Turkey

(6th March – 10th March 2006, Istanbul)

         This Language Week – the Third one – has also had its characteristic feature as promoting three different languages and Christian cultures in a predominantly Moslem country as Turkey.

It was specific also because except it the languages to be promoted appeared the languages of subordinate peoples in some historical past. So the task of the Turkish partner was a difficult one – to act in such a way that not to touch any specifically sensitive point and to built on the common history and neigbourhood of the countries on the basis of the mutual understanding of a expected by everyone future where all those countries are to be together member states in an united Europe – the further extended European Union. 

The Agenda of the Third LW – the Language Week in Istanbul has been as follows:

Monday, 06 March 2006
12.00 – 12:40
Welcoming Session (Kadıköy Halk Eğitim Merkezi) Some work by the EF children can be seen on the walls of the area.
In the Entrance – Country Corners prepared by the children
Guests – Mayor of Istanbul, Municipal of Istanbul, The City Head of Ministry of National Education, Representatives of the Consulates in Istanbul, The Area Head of Ministry of National Education, BRET experts, Experts from the Universities, Media Representatives
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12.40 – 12.55
In the Conference Hall - Opening Session (Kadıköy Halk Eğitim Merkezi)
Presentation of The BRET Project – Zeynep Gündüzyeli 
Speech by The Mayor 
Speech by The Municipal 
Speech by The City Head of MNE 
Speeches by The Representatives of The Consulates 
Speeches by The BRET Experts
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14:25 – 15:05
Performance by The EF Children:
- What is known about BRET countries? (Interactive Quiz) 
- Cultural Similarities and Differences (In Turkish and English for the foreign guests)
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15:05 – 15:20
Anouncement to Remind The Program for The Rest of The Week
15.20 – 16.00
Music from Balkans
16.40 – 16:30
Acknowledgements and Closing of The First Day
Tuesday, 07 March 2006
10:00 – 13:00
Discussion: The Importance of Speaking a Common Language While Communicating (Kadıköy Halk Eğitim Merkezi)
Participants: 
People from Companies/ Universities 
Representatives of the Consulates 
Foreigners learning/learnt Turkish 
BRET experts
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14:30 – 18:00
Workshop: Modern Methods in Language Teaching (Kadıköy Halk Eğitim Merkezi)
Participants:
Representative(s) of LONGMAN (Books and Materials in Modern Language Teaching)
BRET Experts (Language Teaching Methods in BRET countries) 
DOS EF-Suadiye Ms Deirdre Costello (Teaching to YLs) 
Teacher Trainer EF-Dil Kursları Ms Amanda Gamble (Teaching to Adults) 
Language teachers and students from different schools and universities
Open PowerPoint presentation: 
Modern_methods_in_language_teaching.ppt
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Wednesday, 08 March 2006
10:00 – 13:00
Roundtable: The Effects of Cultural Similarities/Differences in learning languages (Kadıköy Halk Eğitim Merkezi)
Participants: 
BRET experts 
Experts from The Universities 
Representatives of the Consulates 
People who know/teach/learn the languages in BRET

14:30 – 18:40
Trial Lessons for BRET languages (40 minutes each), EF Dil Okulu – Suadiye
Participants: 
EF Students (Group of 8-10, between 9-12 years) 
BG Expert (14:30–15:10) Open PowerPoint presentation: Letter.ppt 
RO Expert (15:20–16:00) 
GR Expert (16:10–17:50) 
TR Expert to teach to BRET experts (18:00–18:40)
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Thursday, 09 March 2006
10.00 – 13.00
Forum: The Importance of Using Information Technologies in Language Teaching (EF Dil Okulu-Suadiye)
Participants: 
IT Representative(s) of EF Language Schools 
Representative(s) of Netron, the IT company 
BRET Experts 
Language teachers from different schools
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Open PowerPoint presentation: 
Through_practitioner_lens.ppt
14:30 – 16:30
Competition on Balkan Culture by the students from Mehmet Bayezıt High School
16:30
Participating in a TV program on BRET project
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Friday, 10 March 2006
10.00 – 11:30
Visit to The Greek Primary School in Kadıköy
14.30 – 16.30
Participating in a TV program on BRET project
Cultural program – ‘Feel Turkish Culture’
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The Turkish Language Week has been extremely successful as attracting the attention of the educational environment and the media.
The Opening Place was Kadikoy Public Training Centre
The Official Opening was visited by 23 local and 11 foreign officials, among them Mr Mehmet Sahin, The Councelor of the State Minister who arrived from Ankara – representatives of EU and of educational institutions, lecturers in Turkish and foreign universities, local and foreign experts.
Pupils from 2 schools from Istanbul have participated in the LW – students in Usjudar Anatolian High School and from Mehmet Bayezit High School.
The students from the Uskudar Anatolian High School gave speeches about the history and culture of the BRET countries – both in Turkish and in English.
The students from the EF Suadiye school (age group 10-12) gave an interactive quiz with the audience about the BRET countries. Afterwards some information was given about the BRET countries and country corners were prepared at the entrance of the Hall (All the work was in both Turkish and English)
         TV programme has announced the event – the Turkish coordinator of BRET project Ms Zeynep Gunduzyeli has been on CNBC-e at 13:30 as live interview guest and she has also given two interviews to two newspapers.
The participating specialists participated in the ‘Workshop on Modern Methods in Language Teaching’ Presentations: 
(1) About the Teaching to Young Learners (Methodology and some true stories as well as interactive contributions); 
(2) About Different Language Teaching Methods to Adults; Modern Techniques in Teaching Languages (a discussion on different teaching approaches in BRET countries and the possibility of adapting modern teaching methods to BRET languages).
Trial Lessons for BRET languages were given in Bulgarian and in Romanian languages
 (on simple vocabulary and daily conversation with games in Romanian).
Student performances: 
(1) Three students played guitars and sang Turkish songs. All songs were announced by a student in English; 
(2) Two Turkish girls have taught the Bulgarian and the Romanian experts (on separate tables) how to prepare aTurkish salad called “Kisir”.
The pupils knowledge in BRET target languages and their creativity has been tested and awarded through a Quiz: Two groups as 9-A and 9-D with 5 students each answered 10 questions prepared by the other group studennts in the first part. Later 6 questions prepared and left with Zeynep by the Bulgarian expert and 4 question prepared and left with Zeynep by the Romanian expert were asked to all 10 students. The students of 9-A were the winners. The cake was cut and served by the winner team.
The Pupils Involvement

The Three Language Weeks have proved the readiness of pupils to accept the diversity and to tolerate the ‘otherness’. Free of prejudices the children acted the same in Bulgaria, in Romania and in Turkey. They enjoyed learning more and they wonder to know so little especially for their neighbours. Thus one of the main goals of BRET project proved to be feasible – to make pupils in the Balkans and in other countries understand how mingled their cultures and customs are, and how similar in all their diversity the people in the Balkans are – those who speak Bulgarian, Greek, Romanian and Turkish...
The visiting experts and the local ones have united in their opinion that sensitizing pupils about other languages and cultures provokes pupils’ studiousness and inspired their interest towards school activities. Providing opportunities through free language lessons to ‘feel’ another languages and cultures turns into real motivating factor to learn more about not only those languages and cultures and thus to learn more about the world they live in and to start feeling themselves citizens of Europe and the world.
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